
1 Samuel 17:33
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against this

Philistine to fight with him: for thou art but a youth, and he a

man of war from his youth. 

Analysis

And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to

fight with him: for thou art but a youth, and he a man of war from his

youth.

The  Goliath  narrative  demonstrates  that  human  impossibilities  create

opportunities for divine glory. David's confidence rests not in weapons or military

training but in the character of the God who delivered him from lion and bear. His

declaration that 'the battle is the LORD's' establishes the theological principle that

spiritual  victory comes through faith  in  God's  power rather  than confidence in

human  strength.  The  contrast  between  Saul's  armor  (representing  human

methods) and simple shepherd's weapons (representing faith) teaches that God

uses unexpected means to accomplish His purposes and receive glory.

Historical Context

The establishment of monarchy around 1050-1010 BCE represented a dramatic

political and theological shift for Israel. Unlike surrounding nations where kings

were considered divine or semi-divine, Israel's kings were supposed to function

under  God's  ultimate  authority  as  laid  out  in  Deuteronomy  17:14-20.  The

Benjamite tribe occupied strategic territory between Ephraim and Judah, making

Saul's  selection  a  politically  astute  choice  to  balance  tribal  rivalries.
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Archaeological  remains  from  this  period  show  increased  fortification  and

centralization of settlements, confirming the transition to state-level organization.

Related Passages

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith 

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith 

Study Questions

How does this passage deepen our understanding of God's character,

purposes, and ways of working in human history?

What specific heart attitudes, thought patterns, or life practices does this

passage call you to examine or change?

How does this passage connect to the larger biblical narrative of redemption

and point toward Christ and the gospel?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

אמֶר ֹּ ויַ
said
H559

ולּ שָׁא
And Saul

H7586

אֶל
H413

ד ִ ו ָּ ד
to David

H1732

א לֹ
H3808

תוכּלַ
Thou art not able

H3201

כתֶ ֶ ללָ
H1980

אֶל
H413

י הַפּלְשְִׁתִּ
against this Philistine

H6430

ה ֶּ הַז
H2088

ם להְִלחֵָּ
to fight
H3898

וֹ עִמּ
H5973

כיִּֽ
H3588

עַר ַ נ
with him for thou art but a youth

H5288

תּהָ אַ
H859

ואּ והְ
H1931

ישׁ אִ
and he a man

H376

ה מִלחְָמָ
of war
H4421

מִנעְֻּריָֽו׃
from his youth

H5271

Additional Cross-References

Numbers 13:31 (Parallel theme): But the men that went up with him said, We be

not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we.

Revelation 13:4 (Parallel theme):  And they worshipped the dragon which gave

power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the

beast? who is able to make war with him?

Deuteronomy 9:2 (Parallel theme):  A people great and tall, the children of the

Anakims, whom thou knowest, and of whom thou hast heard say, Who can stand

before the children of Anak!

Psalms 11:1 (Parallel theme): In the LORD put I my trust: how say ye to my soul,

Flee as a bird to your mountain?

1 Samuel 17:56 (Parallel theme): And the king said, Enquire thou whose son the

stripling is.
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1 Samuel 17:42 (References David):  And when the Philistine looked about, and

saw David, he disdained him: for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair

countenance.
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